A description of participant observation of clinical teaching.
As part of a study of clinical teaching in which I am currently engaged, it was necessary to try to discover what clinical teachers do, as opposed to what they say they do, or what other people think they ought to do. In order to obtain this information I arranged several periods of observation of a number of different clinical teachers. Prior to arranging these observations, which were carried out over a period of about 2 years, I carried out a literature search in order to discover what had been other people's experience in using this research method. In the following pages I have tried to describe the various types of observation that are commonly used, and to summarize the problems which have been discussed in the literature, illustrating and amplifying these points from my own experience.